
Title of BIP: “Teaching Economics in the Digital Era”
	General information

	Objectives and Description:
The Blended Intensive Programme (BIP) “Teaching Economics in the Digital Era,” developed within the Connect-UNITA framework, aims to enhance university teachers’ pedagogical competencies by equipping them with innovative digital and AI-based tools for Economics education. The programme addresses the need to modernize teaching practices in response to the challenges posed by digital transformation and the learning expectations of Generation Z students. One of the central objectives is to promote international teaching initiatives—such as COIL (Collaborative Online International Learning) projects or Blended Intensive Programmes (BIPs)—that foster the conscious and critical use of artificial intelligence in Economics education, actively involving students from partner universities. To achieve this, the BIP provides targeted training that enables participants to integrate artificial intelligence, interactive platforms, data visualization tools, and collaborative digital environments into their teaching practice. The programme fosters the creation of transnational and transdisciplinary learning pathways, promotes innovative and student-centred methodologies, and strengthens cooperation among European partner institutions. Through a combination of online training activities and an in-person collaborative workshop, participants will acquire practical skills, design international educational projects, and contribute to the development of a shared, digitally enhanced approach to teaching Economics.

	Methods and outcomes: 
The programme adopts a blended and practice-oriented methodology designed to ensure the effective integration of digital and AI-based tools into Economics teaching. The virtual component consists of structured online sessions combining expert-led lectures, demonstrations of innovative platforms, and hands-on workshops in which participants actively experiment with tools such as AI-driven content generators, adaptive learning systems, data visualization software, and interactive assessment applications. Collaborative activities, including peer feedback sessions and group work, will guide participants in progressively designing international teaching initiatives (such as COILs or future BIPs) that promote a conscious and critical use of artificial intelligence in Economics education. The in-person component will focus on cooperative project design, enabling participants to refine and consolidate transnational educational pathways through structured teamwork, problem-solving tasks, and applied project development.
Expected outcomes include the strengthening of participants’ digital and pedagogical competences, the acquisition of practical skills for integrating AI tools into Economics curricula, and the development of concrete international teaching projects ready for implementation within partner universities. More broadly, the programme will foster sustainable academic collaboration, enhance innovation in Economics education, and contribute to the creation of a shared European framework for critically and responsibly integrating artificial intelligence into higher education teaching practices.


	Field of Education: 
Economics

	Target audience / Participants profile: 
Academic staff
Technical and administrative staff
Other participants (e.g. public administration employees and external professionals)

	No of ECTS issued: None

	Language of instruction and requirements: English

	Dates for physical activity: 25-29 January 2027

	Location of physical activity: Dipartimento di Economia e Statistica Cognetti de Martiis, Università di Torino

	Dates for virtual component: From April 2026 until December 2026: Part I (April- July); Part II (September- December)

	Virtual Component Description: 2 online training parts: one sessione between April – July 2026 and another session between September and December 2026

	Organizing Board

	Receiving/Host university: 
Università di Torino, Angela Ambrosino, angela.ambrosino@unito.it
Sending/Partner universities: 
WEST UNIVERSITY OF TIMISOARA Romania - 
Claudiu Brandas claudiu.brandas@e-uvt.ro
Ioana Vadasan ioana.vadasan@e-uvt.ro
Nicoleta Sirghi nicoleta.sirghi@e-uvt.ro
UNIVERSIDAD DE ZARAGOZA  - 
Inmaculada Villanúa  villanua@unizar.es
UNIVERSIDAD PUBLICA DE NAVARRA
Nuria Osés Eraso  nuria.oses@unavarra.es
UNIVERSIDADE DA BEIRA INTERIOR
LUÍS MIGUEL SOARES SANTOS MARQUES luis.miguel.marques@ubi.pt

	Detailed programme

	ONLINE TRAINING – PART I (April–July 2026)
7 April (9–11)
AI in Higher Education: Tools, Applications, and First Experiments – Sonia Val (Universidad de Zaragoza)
9 April (10–12)
Designing International and Blended Learning – Pilar Pastor (Universidad de Zaragoza)
23 April (15–17)
AI Tools for Data Analytics & Applied AI Lab – Claudiu Brandas (University of Timisoara)
24 April (15–17)
AI Tools for Data Analytics & Applied AI Lab – Claudiu Brandas (University of Timisoara)
30 April (10–12)
Integrating AI Tools in Economics Education – Nicoleta Sirghi and Ioana Vadasan (University of Timisoara)
7 May (16–18)
Introduction to NetLogo for Economic Modeling – Juan Perote (Universidad de Zaragoza)
21 May (16–18)
Introduction to NetLogo for Economic Modeling – Juan Perote (Universidad de Zaragoza)
2 July (10–12)
Einaudi Digital Human in Teaching – Federico Pugliese (Fondazione Einaudi di Torino)
3 July (10–12)
Einaudi Digital Human in Teaching – Federico Pugliese (Fondazione Einaudi di Torino)

ONLINE TRAINING – PART II (September–December 2026)
(Note: the timetable structure is indicated in the poster, but the detailed schedule of the lectures is not shown on the visible pages) 

IN-PERSON TRAINING (25–29 January 2027, University of Turin)
25 January
15:00 – Welcome addresses
15:30 – AI for Research in Economics – Session I
17:30 – Practical Activities – Session I
18:30 – Welcome cocktail
26 January
09:30 – AI for Research in Economics – Session II
11:00 – Coffee break
11:30 – Practical Activities – Session II
13:00 – Light lunch
14:30–17:30 – Brainstorming and Co-Creation Session: Developing COIL and BIP Initiatives – Session I
27 January
09:30 – AI for Writing in Economics – Session I
11:00 – Coffee break
11:30 – Practical Activities – Session I
13:00 – Light lunch
14:30–17:30 – Brainstorming and Co-Creation Session: Developing COIL and BIP Initiatives – Session II
28 January
09:30 – AI for Writing in Economics – Session II
11:00 – Coffee break
11:30 – Practical Activities – Session II
13:00 – Light lunch
14:30–17:30 – Brainstorming and Co-Creation Session: Developing COIL and BIP Initiatives – Session II
29 January
09:30 – From Ideas to Projects: Presentation of COIL and BIP Proposals
11:00 – Coffee break
11:30 – From Ideas to Projects: Presentation of COIL and BIP Proposals
13:00 – Farewell lunch

	Application procedure

	Nominations can be sent to unita.students@unito.it by March 31.

Once confirmed, participants are required to complete their registration via the following form:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf-4VlgEfQSD-JCA4JqaTbzIpkMZBSTMX0wOMx1mxcyt6R-Gw/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=103222678587395210640
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